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Abstract — In Italy the kentish plover generally nests from April
to May, with cases of egg laying also in March. In the breeding se-
ason 2011, during the survey of the nesting population of Senigal-
lia (Marche) we observed a nest on 18th February. According to
bibliographical and unpublished data, this seems to be the earliest
date of egg laying in Italy and probably in Europe.
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In Italy the kentish plover Charadrius alexandrinus is a
migratory species which breeds along coasts, and it is par-
tially sedentary in Central and South of Italy. The italian
population of Kentish Plover is estimated in 1,300-2,000
pairs, but a very strong decline has been verified in some
specific areas (Brichetti & Fracasso 2004). In Marche re-
gion (Central Italy) it is considered as a breeding, migrato-
ry and irregular wintering species (Giacchini 2003, 2007).
Actually the kentish plover is resident all year around on-
ly along the seacoasts of Senigallia and Fermo, where the
largest number of pairs breeds (Fusari et al. 2011, Mor-
ganti et al. 2009).

In particular, in Senigallia it breeds in three different
areas: Cesano, Cesanella and Marzocca, that are character-
ized by the presence of sparse psammophilous vegetation,
materials drift to the beach by sea storms and ditches and
remittances of boats (Morganti et al. 2009).

According to Cramp & Simmons (1983) the kentish
plover nests in Italy from April to June, with cases in late
March. Along the seacoast of Senigallia, earliest nests are
usually observed in the second half of March, but in 2011
we have recorded an attempt of nest outside the normal
breeding season. In the period between the 5th and 15th
February 2011 there was a substantial increase in tempera-
tures due to a vast and rugged dome anticyclone which af-
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fected central Europe (Tognetti 2011). In the same period
we observed a pair with breeding character in Cesanella
(Senigallia) and on 18th February we observed a nest with
two eggs in the same site. An abrupt change in weather
conditions with the presence of northern cold winds of up
to 50 km/h and a considerable drop in temperature has fol-
lowed this period of hot off-season. During the daily mon-
itoring we did not detect neither male nor female on their
eggs, so we supposed that the nest had been abandoned.
On 21* February, however, the laying of the third egg was
detected, with a considerable increase in the time of hatch-
ing by the female, while the male was never observed on
the eggs. On 2™ March the eggs were gone, but we were
unable to find out the cause because more than 100 mm of
rain dropped in the first two days of March (Tognetti &
Busilacchi 2011) and this led to the cancellation of all trac-
es around the nest.

The possible causes could be: predation by the hooded
crow Corvus cornix, which is the main predator of eggs
and chicks in this area (Morici et al. 2011); people or dogs
trample; the series of storms during the raining days. This
appears to be the earliest laying date in Italy, as evidenced
in the Table 1.

In Europe only two cases of early nesting of kentish
plover were documented, both in Spain: Juan Amat (pers.
obs.) observed a male with chicks in March at Fuente de
Piedra lake and, given the size of chicks, estimated that the
egg laying occurred in February; Alejandro Pérez-Hurtado
(pers. obs.) also observed adults with chicks in March at
Cadiz Bay and, given chicks’ age, he estimated that egg
laying probably took place in February.

During the next years we will evaluate if this earliest
laying date is exceptional, like in Spain, or it is an usual
breeding event.
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Short communications - Brevi note

Table 1. Laying dates of the kentish plover in Italy. Regions: administrative areas of Italy were it breeds. Dates: first date of laying ob-

served. Sites: areas where nests were detected. References: sources of data.

seacoast of Tortoreto (Teramo)
Mouth of the Cavone river (Matera)

seacoast of province of Salerno

seacoast of Lido degli Estensi (Ferrara)
seacoast of Monfalcone (Gorizia)

Mouth of Incastro stream (Roma)
seacoast of Senigallia (Ancona)

seacoast of Campomarino (Campobasso)

seacoast of province of Grosseto

Regions Dates Sites

Apulia 13 March seacoast of Mola di Bari
Abruzzi 5% March

Basilicata 13" March

Calabria 10™ April seacoast of Reggio Calabria
Campania 25" March

Emilia Romagna 26" March

Friuli Venezia Giulia 5™ April

Latium 10" March

Marche 18" February

Molise 8™ April

Sardinia 16" March SE coast

Sicily 1**March Priolo salt pans (Siracusa)
Tuscany 20" March

Veneto 16" March seacoast of Venice
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